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Member Appointments 
 

 

Executive Summary 

 
1. 
 
 
1.1 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
1.3 

This report set out the results of a review of the political balance of the Council 
and advises of the necessary changes to the appointments to committees. 
 
Whilst the effect on the overall balance of the Council is small, the changes 
have tipped the balance for the Planning & Licensing Committee where the 
allocation had previously been rounded up or down as appropriate. 
 
The report updates Members on amendments to appointments to Committees 
and outside bodies made by the Leader of the Council via delegated authority. 
 
Members are advised that Councillor Beswick has been nominated to replace 
Councillor Nickson as the Shadow Portfolio Holder for Communities and 
Cooperation. 

 

Recommendation 

 
2. 
 
 
2.1 

That one Conservative Member be appointed to the Planning and Licensing 
Committee in place of one Labour Member. 
 
To note amendments to appointments to Committees, shadow Portfolio’s 
and outside bodies. 

 

Reason for Recommendation 

 
3. The political balance legislation requires that committees are established to 

reflect the overall political balance of the Council. The Council must allocate 
seats on committees and other prescribed bodies so as to give effect to the 
political balance rules. 

 



Key Points for Consideration 

 
4. As a result of the passing of Councillors Beswick and McCarthy joining the 

Conservative Party (previously an independent), a review of the political 
balance of the Council has been undertaken. 

 
4.1 The new political balance of the Council is: 

 Labour 45 Members 

 Conservative 12 Members 

 Liberal Democrat 3 Members 
 
4.1 For the purposes of allocating seats, the committees and sub-committees 

must be included.  
 
4.2 The allocation applies in respect of the number of ‘ordinary’ seats, but not 

including substitute seats.  
 
4.3 The total allocation of seats applied to each political group does not include 

the Cabinet (or any Cabinet sub-committees, working groups or Executive 
appointments), which are not subject to the statutory rules on political 
balance.  

 
4.4 A political group can only be formed if it has at least six elected members. The 

political balance legislation requires that the unallocated seats are given to 
those members who are not part of a political group. 

 
4.5 After applying the political balance calculation the previous seat allocated to 

the Independent Members has been moved to the Conservative Group.  A 
further amendment is required to the Planning and Licensing Committee to 
remove one Labour Member and appoint one Conservative Member. 

 
 Appointments 
4.6 Using delegations the Leader of the Council has appointed Councillor Blundell 

to be substitute of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Places for 
Everyone Committee, replacing Councillor Rowbotham. 

 
4.7 Councillor Beswick to replace Councillor Nickson as the shadow Portfolio 

Holder for Communities and Cooperation. 
 

Costs and Budget Summary 

 
5. There are no additional costs as a result of the change in political balance 

calculation. 

 

Risk and Policy Implications 

 
6. Section 15(5) of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 sets out four 

rules, and requires authorities to apply them in descending order of priority:  



a) When some or all of the members of an authority have formed into two or 
more political groups, then no committee may comprise just members from 
one political group; 

b) Where a majority of members of the Council are members of one political 
group, that political group must have a majority of the seats on each 
committee; 

c) Without being inconsistent with the first two rules, the number of seats 
allocated to each political group on all the committees taken together be 
as near as possible proportionate to their strength on the Council; and  

d) So far as is consistent with rules 1-3, each political party must be allocated 
that number of seats on each committee taken individually as is 
proportionate to their strength on the Council. 

 

Consultation 

 
7. As an internal matter, no public consultation is required. Members have been 

consulted. 

 

Background Papers Place of Inspection 

 

8. Here you should detail any 
background papers –  

and the place of inspection 
(N1Riverside or elsewhere) – Note: will 
insert guidance on what is a 
background paper 

 

For Further Information Contact: Michael Garraway, , 
Michael.Garraway2@Rochdale.Gov.UK 

 


